PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 


AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 


APRIL, MAY, JUNE, 1838. No. 


Stated Meeting, 
Present, twenty-one members. 


Mr. President, the Chair. 


The following donations were received:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Form Prayers, according the Customs the Spanish and Por- 
tuguese Jews. Edited Isaac Leeser. Six Vols. Printed 
Haswell, Barrington, and Haswell. Philadelphia, 1838.—From 
the Printers. 

Elementary Treatise the Strength Materials, being the Sub- 
stance Lectures delivered the School Engineers the 
1838.—From the Author. 

Proyecto del primer Camino Hierro desde 
Puerto Veracruz Capital Mexico. Mexico, 1837.— 
—From Ygnatio Cumplido. 

Calendano Portatif por 1838. Mexico, 1837.—From the same. 

Calendano Madrid Guia Forasteros, para 1835. 
Madrid, 1835.—From Chacon, Consul General Spain. 

Esquisse Générale Par D’Avezac. 


the Author. 


Notice des Travaux Société Géographique Paris, Pro- 
des Sciences Géographiques pendant 1886. Par D’Avezac. 


Paris, 1836.—From the Author. 
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Mémoires Société des Antiquaires France. Tome XIII. 
Paris, 1837.—From the Society. 

Second Annual Report the Geological Exploration Pennsylva- 
nia. Rogers, State Geologist. 1838. 
—From the Author. 

Writings George Washington. Vols. XII. Edited Jared 
Sparks. Boston, 1837.—From the Editor. 

Remarks Literary Property. Nicklin. Philadelphia, 
From the Author. 

Magazine Natural History. Edited Edward Charlesworth. 
For 1837, complete; and Nos. for 1838. London, 1837-8. 
—From the Editor. 

Oration the Celebration the First Centennial Anniversary the 
South Carolina Society, Charleston, March 28th, 1837. 
Joshua Toomer. Charleston, 1837.—From Mr. Josiah Tay- 
lor. 

Discovery rare ore Chromium. Also Ac- 
count several new Genera and Species Plants. By. 
John Torrey, M.D. New York.—From the Author. 

Transactions the Cambridge Philosophical Society. Vols. III. 
IV. VI. Cambridge, 1833-5-7.—From the Society. 

Laws and By-Laws the Cambridge Philosophical Society. Cam- 
bridge, 1837.—From the same. 

Catalogue the Collection British Quadrupeds and Birds the 
Museum the Cambridge Philosophical Society, &c. Cam- 
bridge, 1836.—From the same. 

First Report the Agriculture Massachusetts, County Essex, 
Henry Coleman. Boston, 1838.—From the Author. 


Dr. Patterson announced the death Dr. Nathaniel Bow- 
ditch, member the Society, who died the 16th March 
last, aged 63. Dr. Patterson was appointed prepare ne- 
crological notice the deceased. 

Mr. Ponceau mentioned the death, not heretofore re- 
ported, Mr. Adet, member the Society, who died 
March, 1834. 
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Stated Meeting, April 20. 


Present, thirty-four members. 
Mr. Ponceau, President, the Chair. 
The following donations were 


FOR THE LIRRARY. 

Flora Batava. Nos. 111, 112, 113. Amsterdam, 1838.—From 
the King the Netherlands. 

Tijdschrift voor Natuurlijke Geschiedenis Physiologie. Uitgegeven 
door Van der Hoeven, D., Vriese, Vol. 
IV. Part Il. Leyden, 1837.—From the same. 

Asiatic Researches the Asiatic Society Bengal. Vol. XIX. 
Part and Vol. XX. Part.I. Calcutta, 1836.—From the So- 
ciety. 

Journal the Asiatic Society. James Prinseps, Secretary. 
Vol. Calcutta, 1836.—From the Editor. 

Useful Tables, forming Appendix the Journal the Asiatic 
Society. Piddington. Calcutta, 1836.—From 
James Prinseps, Esq. 

Useful Tables. Part II. Indian Chronological and Genealogical 
Tables. Calcutta, 1836.—From the same. 


Mr. Kane deposited with the Society the writing chair used 
Mr. Jefferson his lodgings, during the Congressional Ses- 
sion 1776. 

Mr. Lea read Note supplementary his Memoir, now 
the Society’s press, the subject the Uniones, and per- 
mission was given add the same the principal commu- 
nication. 


The following candidates were elected members 


Philadelphia. 

Francis D., Brown University. 
Henry Pennsylvania. 
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Stated Meeting, May 


Present, twenty-one members. 
Dr. Parrerson, Vice President, the Chair. 
The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Auxiliador Industria Nacional. Rio Janeiro, 1837.—From 
Mr. Rebello. 

Journal the Asiatic Society. Edited James Prinseps, Sec. 
Nos. 67. Calcutta, 1837.—From the Society. 

Address the Royal Society, its Anniversary Meeting, November 
30, 1837. the Duke Sussex, President. London, 1837. 
From Mr. Vaughan. 

Transactions the Royal Society. Parts for 
don, 1838.—From the Society. 

Catalogue Members the Royal Society, November 30, 1837. 
London, 1837.—From the same. 

Astronomical Observations, made the Royal Observatory, Green- 
wich, the year 1836. George Biddel Airy, Astron. Roy. 
London, 1837.— From the same. 

Appendix the above. London, 1837. From the same. 

Proceedings the Royal Society, Nos. 30. London, 1837.— 
From the same. 

Abstract Papers the Transactions the Royal Society. Vol. III. 
From 1830 1837. London, 1838.—From the same. 

Defence the Resolution for omitting Pannizzi’s Bibliographical 
Notes from the Catalogue the Library the Royal Society. 
London, 1838. From the same. 

Mémoires couronnés par Royale des Sciences Belles 
Lettres Bruxelles. Tome XI. Brussels, 1837.—From the 
Academy. 


Nouveaux Mémoires Royale des Sciences Belles 


Lettres Bruxelles. Tome XIV. Brussels, 1837.—From the 


same. 


telet. Deuxiéme Partie. Brussels, 1837.—From the 
same. 
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the same. 

Report the Sixth Meeting the British Association for the Ad- 
vancement Science, held Bristol August 1836. London, 
the Association. 

Speech the Judicial Tenure, delivered the Convention Penn- 
sylvania for revising the Constitution. Hopkinson. 
delphia, the Author. 

Speech the Convention the same Charles Chauncey. 
Philadelphia, 1838.—From the Hon. Hopkinson. 

Speech the Convention Banks and Currency. Thomas 

Tenth Report the House Refuge, with Appendix. 
phia, 1838.—From Barclay, 

Sourd-Muet Journal Mensuel, par Carton. 
Brussels, 1837.—From the Editor. 

Lucani Pharsalia, cum Notis Hugonis Grotii Ricardi Bentleii. 
Glasgow, 1816. From Fisher, 

Valerii Martialis Epigrammata. Leipsic. the 
same. 

Crispus Sallustius. the same. 

Antiquities Greece. John Robinson. London, 1807.—From 
Mr. John Vaughan. 
Roman Antiquities. Alexander Adam. With Notes Wil- 

son. New York, 1819.—From the same. 

Compendium Ancient Geography. D’Anville. Translated 
from the French, with Maps, John Horsley. Two Vols. 
New York, 1814. From the same. 

Formula for the Announcement the principal Phases the Annular 
Eclipse the Sun, September 18, 1838. Kendal. 
Philadelphia, 1838.—From Mr. Walker. 

Arte los Metales, &c. Por Alonso Barba. Lima, 1817.— 

Forest. Paris, 1835.—From the Author. 

Catalogue Plantes cultivées par Sisley-Vandael 

the Publishers. 


Pursuant appointment, Dr. Horner read 
notice Dr. Philip Syng Physick, late member So- 


ciety. Dr. Horner expressed wish make the same 


“by 
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public, permission was granted him withdraw from the 
files the Society for publication. 

Dr. Patterson read letter from Professor Henry, Prince- 
ton, dated May 1838, announcing that, recent experi- 
ments, has produced directly from ordinary electricity, 
currents induction analogous those obtained from gal- 
vanism; and that has ascertained that these currents possess 
some peculiar properties, that they may increased inten- 
sity indefinite degree, that discharge from 
Leyden jar sent through good conductor, shock may 
obtained from contiguous but perfectly insulated conduc- 
tor, more intense than one directly from the jar. Professor 
Henry remarks that has also found that all conducting sub- 


screen the inductive action, and that has 


referring this screening process currents induced for. 
moment the interposed body. 

Dr. Hare exhibited the Society fourteen and half ounces 
platinum, fused his hydro-oxygen blowpipe, and speci- 
men pure platinum, freed from iridium the process 
Berzelius. 

Dr. Patterson submitted the Society’s inspection the log- 
book the steam-ship Savannah, Capt. Moses Rogers, launched 
New York the 22d August, 1818; from which ap- 
pears that, after repeated voyages between New York, Savan- 
nah, and Charleston, this vessel left Savannah the 24th 
25th May 1819 for Liverpool, saw Land’s End the 
17th June, and arrived Liverpool the 20th June, 
having used steam thirteen days, and having exhausted her 
fuel (coal) three days before arrival. also appears from the 
log-book that she left Liverpool the 23d July, arrived 
Elsineur the 9th August, left Elsineur the 14th 
August, arrived Stockholm the 22d August, left 
Stockholm the 5th September, arrived Cronstadt 
the 9th September, and after several excursions between 
Cronstadt, &c., and Copenhagen, &c., left Arundel, Copen- 
hagen, the 23d October, and arrived Savannah the 
30th November; that she subsequently arrived Washing- 
ton from Savannah the 16th December, after passage 
eleven days; that she was sold Washington September, 
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1820, and her engine taken out, after which she sailed 
packet, from New York Savannah, until September, 1822, 
when she was lost. This log-book was supposed derive 
additional interest from the recent arrival the Sirius and 
Great Western, steam-ships, New York, from England. 

Dr. Mitchell repeated before the Society Thilorier’s pro- 
cess for solidifying carbonic acid, with apparatus, made 
under his direction Philadelphia, somewhat modified from 
that employed Thilorier, and froze quarter pound 
mercury the admixture the solidified acid with nitrous 
ether. 


Stated Meeting, May 18. 
Present, fifteen members. 
Mr. President, the Chair. 
The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 

Transactions the Geological Society London. Vol. Part 
London, 1838.—From the Society. 

Catalogue the Circumpolar Stars, deduced from the Observa- 
tions Stephen Groombridge. Edited Sir George Airy. 
London, 1838.—From the Lords Commissioners the Admi- 
ralty. 

Journal the Royal Asiatic Society Great Britain and Ireland. 
Part the Society. 

American Journal the Medical Sciences. Edited Isaac Hays, 
M.D. No. 43, for May. Philadelphia, 1838.—From the Editor. 

Fables and Phrases the Seneca Language. 1836.—From Na- 
thaniel Strong, Seneca Chief. 

Report the Directors the Little Schuylkill and Susquehanna 
Rail Road Company. Philadelphia, 1838.—From Mont- 
gomery, Esq. 

Hugenii Aliorumque Seculi Virorum Celebrium Exercita- 
tiones Mathematice MSS. Bibliotheca 
Lugduno-Batave servatis edidit Uylenbroek. 
Fase. Hague, 1833.—From the Leyden Academy. 
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The Librarian read the translation letter from Pierre 
Goetz Mr. Ponceau, dated St. Petersburg, August 17th 
(29th) 1837, behalf the Imperial Russian Academy, an- 
nouncing the transmission the Society the works which 
have been published the Academy, numbering fifty-seven 
volumes, and also donation several volumes from him- 
self personally. 

Dr. Bache announced the death Thomas Bradford, the 
latest survivor the original members the Society, who 
died the 7th May, 1838, aged years and days. 

Dr, Hare communicated orally, that has found that when 
the elements water are exploded contact with certain 
gases essential oils, the aqueous elements, instead con- 
densing, combine with the hydrogen and carbon, and form 
permanent gas. 

motion Dr. Bache, committee was appointed con- 
sider the expediency publishing, from time time, brief 
abstract the proceedings the Society. Committee, Dr. 
Bache, Dr. Dunglison, and Mr. Kane. 


Stated Meeting, June 15. 


Present, seventeen members. 
Mr. President, the Chair. 
The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


moderna las Provincias del Rio Plata. Por Pedro 
Angeles. Vols. Buenos Ayres, 1836.—From the 
Author. 

Société Géographique Paris. Série. Vol. 
1837.—From the Society. 

Annales des Mines. Vol. Paris, the 
Mines. 

Magazine Natural History. Edited Edward Charlesworth. 
for London, 1838.— From the Editor. 
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Jahrbuch fiir 1837, von Schumacher. Stuttgart und Tiibjn- 
gen, 1838.—From President Bache. 

Academical Lectures the Jewish Scriptures and Antiquities. 
John Gorham Palfrey, Vol. Boston, 1838.—From 
Mr. Burns. 

Memoir the Life and Writings the Rev. Jonathan Mayhew, 
D.D. Alden Bradford. Boston, 1838.—From the Author. 

Catalogue and Specimen Book Oxford and Polyglot Bibles, and 
Theological Works. Bagster and Marshall. London and 
Philadelphia, 1838.—From the Publishers. 

Popular Essay subjects Penal Law, Solitary Confinement with 
Labour, and Joint Labour day. Francis Lieber. 
delphia, 1838.—From the Author. 

Annual Report the Geologist Maryland. Ducatel, 
M.D. Annapolis, 1837.—From the Author. 

First Report the Agriculture Massachusetts, County Essex, 
1837. Henry Coleman. Boston, 1837.—From Brad- 
ford, Esq. 

Report and Resolves the Joint Committee the Legislature 
Massachusetts Public Lands, relation the North-eastern 
Boundary. Boston, 1838.—From the same. 

First Annual Report the American Board Education 
chusetts. Boston, the same. 

St. Luke the Chippewa Language. George and 
Hall. Boston, 1837.—From John Pickering, 

Choctaw Arithmetic. Boston, 1835.—From the same. 

Choctaw Spelling Book. Edition revised. Boston, 1835.— 
From the same. 

Journals the Select and Common Councils Philadelphia, for 
1835-6 1836-7. Philadelphia, Mr. 
Wetherill. 

Third Annual Report the Directors the Ohio Lunatic Asylum. 
Columbus, 1837.—From Mr. William 

American Medical Library and Intelligencer. Dun- 
glison, Vol. Nos. 24; and Vol. II. Nos. 
Philadelphia, 1837-8. (Presented various times since the be- 
ginning the the Editor. 

Report the Secretary War the Harbour Provincetown, 
Cape Cod, Mass. Col. Abert, Topog. Engineer. Wash- 
ington, 1838.—From the Author. 
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Report the Secretary the Treasury the Light Houses the 
United States. With Communications from the Messrs. Blunt 
New York, pointing out Defects. Washington, 

Bulletin Société Impériale des Naturalistes Moscou. Nos. 
Moscow, 1837.—-From the Society. 

Report the Senate the United States, Senator Linn, the 
Memorial Dr. Henry Perrine, applying for tract land 
Florida for the cultivation Tropical Plants. Washington, 
1838.—From Dr. Henry Perrine. 

Mémoire sur Systeme Grammatical des Langues quelques Na- 
tions Indiennes Ouvrage qui remporté prix 
Volney adjugé par France. Par Duponceau. 
Paris, 1838.—From the Author. 

Exposé Sommaire Constitution des Etats Unis 
Par Ponceau. Traduit par d’Homergue. 
Paris, 1837.—From the Author. 

From the Author. 

Boston Journal Natural History. Published the Boston Society 
Natural No.1. Boston, 1838.—From the 
Society. 


The Committee appointed the last meeting consider the 


expediency publishing from time time, brief abstract 


the proceedings the Society, reported favour its expe- 
diency, and order carry the measure into effect, proposed 
the following resolutions, which were adopted. 

That the Secretaries authorized choose one their 
number Reporter the Society, whose duty shall 
prepare and print, from time brief abstract its 
proceedings. 

That the Reports shall commence with the first proceed- 
ings the present year. 

That the Librarian charged with the duty their dis- 
tribution. 

And was directed that the Reports published least 
once every three months, the state the materials shall 
permit. 

Dr. Hays, from the Committee Publication, announced 
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that Vol. VI. Part the Society’s Transactions, has 
been printed, and now ready for di: 

communication was read, dated Cincinnati, May 7th, 
1838, from Dr. John Locke, the Magnetic Obser- 
vations, which was referred. 

Dr. Dunglison announced the death Thomas Griffith, 
Baltimore, member the Society. 
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